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Lodge at Torrey Pines
The CLTA’s 99th Annual Convention - April 3, 4, & 5 La Jolla, California

Join us this year in Southern Cali-
fornia for the CLTA’s 99th Annual
Convention to be held at the beau-
tiful and luxurious Lodge at Torrey
Pines in La Jolla.

Since opening in 2002, the Lodge
has been honored with a Five Dia-
mond Award for the third consecu-
tive year.  Overlooking the Pacific
Ocean and adjacent to the famed
Torrey Pines Golf Course - the
official site of the 2008 U.S. Open,
the Lodge is just a short walk from
the much-loved Torrey Pines State
Reserve. You can explore trails

and enjoy the serenity of the area
in the same atmosphere as did the
first settlers of California.

With the CLTA program, as well as

the golf tournament on the
championship Torrey Pines Golf
Course, you don’t want to miss out
on the untouched serenity of the
Lodge making this yet another un-
forgettable CLTA Convention.

For registration details and infor-
mation, go to www.clta.org (see
Convention under the Calendar
Button). Sponsorship opportunities
also available now.

http://lodgetorreypines.com

FUNDING FOR HOUSING IN
BOND INFRASTRUCTURE LEGISLATION

A $12.8 billion bond proposed in
pending Infrastructure Bond legislation
would provide for investments in
California's infrastructure.

The legislation proposes to add
$1.4 billion to supplement funding for
an array of affordable housing programs
that were funded under Proposition 46,
the Housing and Emergency Shelter
Trust Fund Act of 2002.

Proposition 46 funds have built more
than 14, 000 new rental and ownership
homes since its passage in 2002.  It
has assisted more than 13,000 first-
time homebuyers and has rehabilitated
or built nearly 10,000 beds in
emergency shelters.

Funds from Proposition 46 have been
evenly distributed throughout California,
resulting in a roughly 50-50 split between
Northern and Southern California.

Nearly all of the funds from the
previously passed Proposition 46 are set
to be fully exhausted by the end of 2006.

According to housing advocates, every
dollar spent under Proposition 46
leveraged $4.23 in provate, local, federal
or other state funds.
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2006 Federal Conference
March 7-8, 2006

The Fairmont Hotel - Washington, DC

For more information on
ALTA's upcoming events visit:

www.alta.org

ALTA
Conference Calendar

We would like to welcome the
following new CLTA Regular

Members:

Liberty Title Company
Contra Costa County

Stewart Title of Sacramento
Sacramento County

USA National TItle Company
Orange County

Regular Member Name Changes

Formerly
Diversified Title & Escrow Services

Company and Diversified Title
Insurance Company

are now...
TransUnion Title & Escrow of

California, Inc. and TransUnion TItle
Insurance Company

Formerly
Sierra Valley Title Company

is now...
Stewart Title of Placer

See these new listings on CLTA's
website at:  www.clta.org

Regular Members

2006 ALTA Tech Forum
April 30 - May 2, 2006

The Mandalay Bay Resort & Casino
Las Vegas, Nevada

2006 ALTA Convention
October 11-14, 2006
Westin St. Francis
San Francisco, CA

eNOTARIZATION TASK FORCE
Craig Page, CLTA's Vice President and Legislative Counsel, has been

selected to serve as the Chairman of the eNotarization Task Force.  The
objectives of  the newly formed Task Force are as follows:

• Develop a set of "best practices" for performing legally enforceable and
secure electronic notarization in California

• Identify what laws are needed to ensure convenient and secure electronic
notarization.

• Examine what procedures are necessary for affixing and securing the
Notary's electronic signature so as to enable the capability of 1)
identifying the Notary, 2) authenticating the notarial act, and 3) rendering
unauthorized document alternations detectable.

• Examine what procedures are necesary for affixing and securing the
Notary's electronic seal.

The 18 member task force, representing both private and public
sectors, will begin meeting in February, 2006.

LAW REVISION COMMISSION REVIEWS
MECHANICS' LIEN LAW

The California Law Revision
Commission (CLRC), continues
their review of the mechanics' lien
law.  The object of the study is to
produce a revised statute that will
be more user friendly than existing
law, but not necessarily to make
major changes in the mechanics
lien law.  Their goal is to circulate a
tentative recommendation for public
comment this summer, and to
prepare a final recommendation for
the 2007 legislative session.

One approach under
consideration is to relocate the
statute to a new spot in the Civil
Code using new numbers.

There is also a suggestion to
simplify the law and address some
unanswered questions by
incorporating the Design
Professionals Lien into the
mechanics' lien law, using standard
terminology, processes, and forms.
Parts of the mechanics lien law
however, would not be appropriate
for the Design Professionals Law.

The CLTA News is published
biannually by the

California Land Title Association
(916) 444-2647

E-mail: mail@clta.org
Website: www.clta.org
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A Department of Insurance
workshop was held after the release
of a report by Birny Birnbaum who
was commissioned by the Depart-
ment of Insurance.  On behalf of the
CLTA, Gregory Vistnes, a nationally
recognized competive market analy-
sis expert and a former executive at
the Federal Trade Commission and
U.S. Department of Justice, found
that Birnbaum’s conclusions had
“no basis in fact” and flowed from
“an inappropriate and error-ridden
analytic methodology.”  Vistnes con-
cluded that the Birnbaum report
should be “disregarded by public
policymakers.”

Additional expert analysis sub-
mitted by consulting actuary Mike

Miller found that the Birnbaum report
failed to perform the actuarial analy-
sis necessary to support the conclu-
sions contained therein regarding title
rates.  The complete testimony of
these two experts can be found on
the California Land Title Association
web site along with other materials
that definitively discredit the
Birnbaum report.

An independent analysis of title
insurance rates by the financial web
site www.BankRate.com found title
insurance prices in California lower
than the national average and far
lower than prices in other large
states.  In fact, consumers can even
price shop for title insurance on the
Department of Insurance Web site.

Interestingly, the Birnbaum re-
port failed to acknowledge substan-
tial rate reductions filed by title com-
panies in California during the past
several years.  Many of these rate
reductions clearly appear attribut-
able to price competition amongst
title companies as they vied for busi-
ness in the hot refinance and home
equity loan markets.

Real Estate professionals un-
derstand the fact that consumers
rely on them for help through the in-
creasingly complicated home buy-
ing transaction in California, includ-
ing the purchase of title insurance.
They also recognize the fact that
healthy competition exists amongst
title companies.

REPORT TO GARAMENDI DISCREDITED

CALIFORNIA PREMIUMS FOR U.S. MEDIAN PRICED HOMES COMPARE
FAVORABLY WITH TEN MOST POPULOUS STATES

Source: Comments submitted to the California Department of Insurance in response to the report entitled An Analysis of Competition in the Callifornia
Title Insurance and Escrow Industry, authored by Mr. Birny Birnbaum, consulting economist to the California Department of Insurance.

Notes: 1. 2004 median home price in the U.S. was $185,200.
2. Top ten states by July 1, 2005 population estimates.
3. Level of coverage in Texas is less than that available in California.
4. Pennsylvania may not be comparable to other states because premium includes escrow fees.
5. Georgia may not be comparable to other states because premium is not all-inclusive.

Texas
(Note 3)

Pennsylvania
(Note 4)

New York Ohio Florida Michigan New
Jersey

California Illinois Georgia
(Note 5)
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2005-06 CLTA Affiliate Members
The CLTA Affiliate Membership is open to individuals from all allied industries.  Financial institution executives, mortgage bank-
ers, real estate professionals, contractors, vendors, attorneys practicing real property law, and escrow professionals have all
joined together to support the public and governmental affairs of this Association.  This special section of the CLTA News
recognizes our Affiliate Members and their support.

Leonard Acton
Specialized Real
Estate Projects, Inc.

Thomas E. Alborg
Alborg, Veiluva &
Epstein LLP

Carlos A. Alvarez
Steyer Lowenthal
Boodrookas Alvarez &
Smith LLP

Stanford H. Atwood, Jr.
Atwood, Haiman &
Westerberg

John L. Bailey
Hall & Bailey

Jeffrey L. Behm
Behm & Company, an
Accountancy Corporation

Doug Bello
D. Bello Associates, Inc.

Raymond E. Bence
RBJ Computer
Systems, Inc.

Larry Bender
Wells Fargo Bank

Chad W. Berry
SoCal Document
Processing, Inc.

Gail Bode
USA Digital Solutions

David G. Boss
Law Offices of
David G. Boss

John Briscoe
Briscoe Ivester & Bazel

Christopher A. Brown
Dowling, Aaron &
Keeler, Inc.

Michael E. Busch
Pyle Sims Duncan &
Stevenson, APC

Matthew S. Buttacavoli
Green & Hall

William Caetano
U.S. Bank

Richard G. Carlston
Miller, Starr & Regalia

John F. Cavin
Bardellini, Straw &
Cavin, LLP

Stephanie Cihak
Union Bank of California

Francis J. Cunningham III
Cunningham & Treadwell,
Attorneys at Law

James R. Daley
Commercial
Capital Bank

Larry Davidson
SMS Settlement
Services

Cary L. Dictor
Law Offices of
Cary L. Dictor

Stephen W. Dyer
Horan, Lloyd, Karachale,
Dyer, Schwartz, Law
& Cook, Inc.

Dale L. Dykema
T.D. Service
Financial Corp.

Tim Egan
Escrow Institute
of California

Mark D. Epstein
Alborg, Veiluva &
Epstein LLP

Janet J. Fisher
Comerica Bank -
Financial Services
Division

Judy C. Frost
Global Data Services,
Inc.

Noah Furie
Budget Finance Company

Tiffany Gamache
DataQuick

Robert Garrett
Garrett & Tully, A
Professional Corporation

Dennis Gilmore
First American Real
Estate Solutions

Robert Gionfriddo
Bridge Bank

J. Todd Gregory
Countrywide Bank, N.A.

Michael C. Haas
Morton Alan Haas & Co.

Greg Hahn
hal Systems Corporation

Howard D. Hall
Green & Hall

Julie Hayre
City National Bank -
Specialty Deposits

Michael Henney
Data Trace

Mary Hernandez
Mellon 1st
Business Bank

Lori Carver Hershorin
Hershorin & Henry LLP

D.D. Hughmanick
Terra Law LLP

Michael R. Huhn
Jones, Henle & Schunck, An
Accountancy Corporation

Roger Iris
Workway

Sidney A. Israels
Wendel, Rosen, Black
& Dean LLP

Matthew Johnston
Workway

Jeanne Jones
SMS Settlement
Services

Susan Kalisz
Information Products

Terry S. Kaplan
Billet, Kaplan & Dawley

John J. Keating, Jr.
Claims Consultant
Research & Analysis

Gail Kelch
Arthur J. Gallagher &
Company

Thomas P. Kelly, Jr.
Law Offices of
Thomas P. Kelly, Jr.

Paul S. Kim
AskCredit

Lawrence E. Kirwin
Corporate Development
Services, Inc.

William H. Kohl
Bank of America,
CA9-193-12-05

Jeff Krause
Extract Systems

David A. Lapin
Lapin & Davis LLP

William R. Larr
Ernster Law Offices

Peter J. Laufenberg
Wendel, Rosen,
Black & Dean LLP

Jeffrey A. Leckich
Squar, Milner, Reehl &
Williamson LLP

Michael Leight
Law Offices of
Michael Leight

Burton Levinson
Burton S. Levinson, A
Professional Corporation

M. Michele Lines
Horton & Lines LLP

Jeffrey H. Lowenthal
Steyer Lowenthal
Boodrookas Alvarez
& Smith LLP

James J. Manning, Jr.
Reid & Hellyer

Richard D. Marks
Richard D. Marks
Professional Corporation

Sean E. McCarthy
Stoel Rives LLP

Robin Meadow
Greines, Martin, Stein
& Richland LLP

Brian Mushaney
Fidelity National
Data Services

Charles F. O’Hara
U.S. Bank

Dale A. Paterson
Bank of the West/
Title Services

Mary Jean Pedneau
Law Offices of
Mary Jean Pedneau

Kristen Thall Peters
Cooper, White &
Cooper LLP

Phil Petrozzi
City National Bank -
Specialty Deposits

Jennifer Pineda
Data Tree LLC

Charles E. Pohl
Comerica Bank

Rose Pothier
Pothier & Associates

Manoj Purohit
Charles Jones Inc.

Edmund L. Regalia
Miller, Starr & Regalia

Linda Remsberg
NoteWorld

Herb Reynolds
Commercial
Capital Bank

Alvin D. Rosenbloom
Rosenbloom &
Rosenbloom LLP

Stevan Mark Saylor
Professional
Business Bank

Michael E. Scheinberg
Pircher, Nichols
& Meeks
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2005-06 CLTA Affiliate Members

NAMES LISTED ARE AFFILIATE MEMBERS AS OF 1/25/2006

Affiliate member addresses and phone
numbers are listed in the CLTA Directory

and on the CLTA website: www.clta.org

REFER AN AFFILATE MEMBER...
If you know someone who would benefit by the CLTA's
Affiliate Membership Program, please let us know!

Name: __________________________________________

Company: _______________________________________

Email Address:___________________________________

Referred By: _____________________________________

(Your Name)

Fax to the CLTA (916) 444-2851

ORDER THE NEW CLTA 2006
DIRECTORY OF MEMBERS.

Print an order form at:
http://www.clta.org/OrderForms/Orderform-

DirectoryOnly.htm

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

POLICY AND ENDORSEMENT FORMS BOOK

The CLTA is currently preparing a filing with the Department of Insurance.
Upon acceptance of this filing, the supplement will be issued.

The most recent supplements sent to subscribers are:
25th Edition, #1 (September 2005)

24th Edition, #2 (January 2005)

CD ROM

The current version of the CD ROM is 2005 release.
The 2006 release is being updated and the invoicing to subscribers for the new release is forthcoming.

CLTA PUBLICATIONS UPDATE

Shannon J. Skinner
Preston Gates
& Ellis LLP

Patricia Snyder
Marcus, Watanabe,
Snyder & Dave LLP

Suzanne Sokol
East West Bank

Scott A. Sommer
Miller, Starr & Regalia

Judi Souza
Escrow Expertise

Anya Stanley
Gibbs, Giden, Locher
and Turner LLP

Bruce F. Steckel
Countrywide Bank, N.A.

Michael M. Stein
Michael M. Stein, Inc.

Beulah Stidham
Madrona Park
Escrow, Inc.

James L. Stoelker
Mount & Stoelker

Gayle Sturdevant
REIData, Inc.

Thomas M. Swett
McDonough Holland
& Allen PC

K. Gabrielle Tiemann
The Escrow Lady

James Toomire
Comerica Bank

Debbie Town

Tere’ Traill
Property Insight

Michael Veprin
Fidelity National
Data Services

Steven R. Walker
Leland, Parachini,
Steinberg, Matzger &
Melnick LLP

Dean M. Ward
Ward & Ward,
A Law Corporation

Wendy Y. Watanabe
Marcus, Watanabe,
Snyder & Dave LLP

Joyce Weiland
SoftPro

David C. Wilson
Grant Bennett Associates

Stuart B. Wolfe
Wolfe & Wyman LLP

Lindsay Wood
Drivers Plus

Darlene Wright
LANI (Loan Administra-
tion Network, Inc.)

Michael P. Yeatts
U.S. Bank

Sally Young
Countrywide Bank, N.A
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2005/2006 CLTA NEWS EXPRESS
ARTICLES ONLINE

Entire text of the following articles can be found on the CLTA website at:
http://www.clta.org/News/NewsExpress/news_express-index.htm

CLTA Calendar

Board of Governors
February 16, 2006
The Marriott, Irvine

Claims Awareness
February 16, 2006

First American Office, Santa Ana

Education
April 25, 2006

Hacienda Old Town, San Diego

Forms and Practices
March 9 & 10, 2006

Hotel Valencia, Santana Row
San Jose

Legislative
March 21, 2006

Sheraton Grand, Sacramento

Board of Governors
April 3, 2006

in Conjunction with the Annual Convention

Scheduled
Committee Meetings

CLTA's
Educational Programs

For details visit
www.cl ta.org

see "Calendar of Events"

If you would like to be added to the
seminar distribution list, go to "add to mail-
ing list" at the www.clta.org website (toward
the bottom of the homepage).

· New Law Requires Home Sellers to Give Notice of Supplemental
Property Tax
Bulletin 05/06-89  (January 23, 2006)

· FTB Addresses 1099 Reporting for Real Estate Brokers
Bulletin 05/06-83  (January 10, 2006)

· Attorney General Draft Electronic Recording Delivery System
Handbooks Now Available for Comment
Bulletin 05/06-75  (January 3, 2006)

· DOI Announces So-Called "Title Insurance Workshop"
Bulletin 05/06-72  (December 20, 2005)

· Law Revision Commission Continues Work on Mechanics' Lien
Law
Bulletin 05/06-71  (December 14, 2005)

· New Requirement for all Insurance Companies to Provide Current
Copies of Policies After a Covered Loss
Bulletin 05/06-67  (November 18, 2005)

· Changes to Current Law - Definition of "Last Known Address"
Changed for Recorded Notices of Default and Postponement of
Trustee Sales Affected
Bulletin 05/06-66  (November 18, 2005)

· New Stamp and Coversheet Requirement for Title Companies for
Illegal Property Restrictions
Bulletin 05/06-49  (October 31, 2005)

Legal Descriptions Part I
February 7, 2006 (SOLD OUT)

Crowne Plaza Concord

February 9, 2006
Doubletree Hotel Ontario Airport

Legal Descriptions Part II
March 21, 2006

Crowne Plaza Concord

March 23, 2006
Doubletree Hotel Ontario Airport


